Devolutionin
England

Opportunities for
cycling and walking?




Making cycling a manifestoissue

« 2017 - Andy Burnham pledges
to build a major new cycling
network.

« Says hewants adedicated
cyclingbudget forthe city, a
bike share scheme, andthe
ultimate goal of reaching
London’s funding levels for
cycling.

« Commitstodrawup aclear
planforcyclinginhis first 100
days.
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What happened?

First 100 days - Chris Boardman
appointed as Greater Manchester’s
first cycling and walking commissioner.

Consultations on new network start.

December 2017 - ‘Made to Move - 15
stepsto transform Greater Manchester
by changing how we get around’.

July 2018 - Bee Network launched, with
plans for1,800 miles of routes and
2,400 new crossings.
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‘'Why cycleinvestment will be increased
whoever becomes West Midlands mayor’

April 2017 Birmingham headline.

‘Localmembers of campaign group
Cycling UK persuaded five candidates to
settargetsforafive percentincreaseinthe
number of journeys by bike by 2023 and to
create alinked cycle network across the
West Midlands.’

Andy Street - “InLondon, spending per
head on sustainable transportis around
£20.Inthe West Midlands itis 25p - thatis
clearly unacceptable and as Mayorlam
committing to achieving a 40-fold
Increase”.

WEST MIDS

2« CyclingUK



London mayors and cycling - it’s political
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Ken Livingstone - introduced Boris Jonhson - claimed he decided Sadik Khan - made pledges at the

London’s first hire bike scheme in to run for mayor after almost being mayoral hustings and had

2008 ‘minced’ by one of Ken’s ‘bendy quadrupled the length of the
buses’. strategic cycle network
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What's coming with devolution & reorganisation?

England Devolution Bill

« Overarching goal to spread devolution to more areas across
England.

« Wanttoreplace two tier system with strong unitary councils which
can support effective mayoral strategic authorities.

- Sixareas chosenforthe Devolution Priority Programme, including
Hampshire and the Solent.

« Elections next May, with existing councils replaced by unitaries and

amayoral strategic authority by 2028. UPDATE : December 2025 - the

« Consultation ongoing to 1] January. Go.vern.ment has postponed mayoral
electionsinthese areas by two years. New

schedules yettobe announced.




Who has transport powersin a strategic authority?

Strategic authorities have several ‘competencies’ - the powers they
exercise, including for transport and infrastructure - so they:

* Arethe Local Transport Authority for their area.
« Areresponsible forpublishing alocal transport plan.

« Canissue atransportlevy ontheir constituent authorities, to meet the
cost of exercising their transport functions.

« Canenteragreements withlocal highway authorities to delegate or share
maintenance /improvement of roads.

- Canalsoenforce parking, buslane and moving traffic contraventions
(PCNs) - if constituent council already has those powers and consent to
SAusing them.
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Key routes, road use charging and micromobility

Strategic authorities also:

« Have adutyto setup andcoordinate a Key Route Network (KRN) -
strategically managingimportant roads /routes.

« Candirect constituent authorities on how they exercise their traffic,
permit, street and highways powers on KRN.

« Must preparereport ontraffic levels on KRN & can set targets for KRN
and proposals to achieve them - including traffic reduction targets.

« Canintroduce aroadusercharging scheme - joint power with
constituent authority.

« Canlicence micromobility schemes, allowing greater control of bike
rental schemes.
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Wider powers beyond transport

Strategic authorities also:

« Have ahealthimprovement and health inequalities duty - so they
have to have regard to the need toimprove people’s health and
reduce health inequalities when exercising their powers.

- Haveto produce a spatial development strategy, enabling then to
strategically plan for development across their area.

« Have various compulsory purchase powers which can be usedto
support sustainable development.
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Devolution - opportunities and problems

People hold an elected mayoraccountable for
transport - it’'s more difficult to pass the buck.

Active travel has moved up the political agendain
places where they have an elected mayor - and not .
justwithin cities.

Not always, but the two tier system has often Pfe b ] em
presented further hurdles foractive travel delivery.
Networks which end atlocal boundaries are

problematic, so wider strategic oversight can be Opportunit)

helpful.

The Devolution Bill gives strategic authorities
powers which canbe usedtoimprove active travel
and sustainable transport,
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Opportunities - but what about the transition

What happens with active travelin
the transition period?

Does all progress stop?

Does there-orgdevourallthe
energyintheroom?

How do you maintain momentum?

How long until a new systemis fully
operational and beddedin?

method for creatmg the IU.LLSlOFtOf = |

progress while producmg confusw&‘l&_\ S

inefficiency, and demorallzatlgn
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Mayoral
hustings

What it means for

Hustings for the next WECA Mayor

WEDNESDAY 2ND APRIL

campaigners? o SRR

sokn Gedwin - Labour Party

Tuesday 6 April

O Hionay - Loeal Denscoat Pany
Nary Paga - Gesen Party
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« Focusyourcampaigning around ~— 1 space
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something specific - are-organd \ cycLing 5

&\.

for

cycling
election. B
« Collaborate withnew groupswitha ;

wider message. _
S

- Move cycling up the agenda - mayoral R
elections get more coverage and T
attention. Sty

' ' B'r.'n;h"nﬂnm

« Re-think how you campaign, and secure .ok il b et M damdts Miayoral DARE To

wider support. candidates do about transport?

DREAM!

EMAN LONOONS MAYOR TOOAY
LCC.ORG.UK /OREAM

« Pushforabigvision - mayorswantto be H
remembered for things. r k A.» *

il
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Thank you
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